her. When a passerby saw it and warned her, she was frightened and
fell to the ground. The snake, too, dropped down after her, wrap-
ping itself around her and creeping into her vagina while she lay
unconscious. Seeing this, her parents sent for a doctor of medicine®
and brought their daughter home with the snake on the same bedding,
placing it in the yard. Then the doctor burned three sheaves (which
means a bundle three feet high) of millet stalks® and put the ashes
into hot water to get fourteen gallons of liquid, which were boiled
down to nine gallons and added to ten bunches of chopped-up boar’s
hair. After that, the people hung her on stakes by her head and two
feet, and poured the prepared brew into the vaginal opening. When
they had poured in five gallons of the brew, the snake came out and
was killed and thrown away. The snake’s eggs were white just like
frog’s eggs, and approximately two and a half gallons of them came
out of the vagina, with boar’s hairs sticking to them. When the people
had poured in nine gallons of brew, all the snake eggs came out.

The girl, who had fainted, woke up and began to speak. At the
inquiry of her parents she answered, “I felt I was dreaming, but now
I am awake and all right.”” Since drugs work effectively, we should
deal with them very carefully. After three years she died, having been
violated by a snake again.

When man dies and leaves his parents, spouse, and children, he will
say, “After death [ will not fail to see you again in my next life.”
According to the law of karmic causality, one is reborn as a snake,
horse, cow, dog, or bird, or falls in love with a snake® because of evil
deeds in the past, or is born in the form of a ghostly creature. Sensual
attachments are not all the same.

A scripture’ describes it in this way: Once, when Buddha and
Ananda® were passing a cemetery, a man and wife were making of-
ferings at the tomb and wailing their attachment to the dead. The man
cried out of his love for his mother® while the wife wept.*® Buddha
heard the woman crying and lamented aloud. Ananda asked Buddha,
“Why are you lamenting, Tathagata?”” Buddha said to him, *“This

. HEEN kusushi; see Chap. [I(3)a, n. 125; [L.7, n. 15.

. B awakibi wara sanzokuy.

. Or “makes love as a snake.”

. Unidentified.

. Sakyamuni’s favorite disciple. As he accompanied the Master for more than twenty years,
he played an important role in relaying Sikyamuni’s teachings.

9. There is some confusion in the relationships of the people involved. Although the text
depicts a couple and a woman in this passage, the following words of Buddha are about 2
couple.

10. The woman cried for her present father-in-law and former husband.
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woman had a son in her previous existence. She wasso attached to him
that she kissed his penis. After three years she contracted a serious
disease, and at the last moment she caressed him, kissing his penis and
saying, “‘I will see you in my future existences.” She was reborn as the
daughter of a neighbor, eventually became the wife of her own son,
and is now crying over the ashes of her former husband. Since I know
the chain of causation,!! [ am lamenting.”

Another scripture!? gives this story: Once there was a child who
was very light and could run as fast as a flying bird. His father loved
him so much that he cared for him as he would care for his own eyes.
Once when the father saw the child’s agility, he commented, “Good
for you, my child! You run as fast as a fox!” Then the child died, and
was later reborn in the form of a fox.

You should think only of good analogies and not bad ones, for you
will incur retribution [for what you say].

On the Destitute Woman Whose Devotion to the Image

of the Thousand-armed Kannon Brought a Great Fortune
in Response to Her Wish for a Share of Benefits'

Amanotsukai Minome ¥ %? lived at the Ninth Street, Second
Avenue, on the East Side of Nara #££ R ¥ =15. She had given
birth to nine children, and, as she had no means of livelihood, she was
extremely poor. She had been praying to the Thousand-armed Kan-
non® of Anaho-dera 7% f=%:* for a share of fortune for nearly a year.

In the reign of Emperor Ohi K4k, on the tenth of the tenth month in
the winter of the tenth year of the hare, the seventh year of the Tenpyd
héji era,” her sister happened to visit her and left a chest made of

T RACE.
12. Unidentified.

. Cf. Konjaku monogatarishii (X V1, 10). Similar to I1.28, 34.
. Unknown.
. Scnju Kannon F-F#%; see Chap. 11(3)b, nn. 138, 139, 141.

4. Although the text has @fli<f, Kariya maintains that it is a compiler’s or copier’s mistake
to replace 7% with [, However, Fukuyama says it should be read as [ME#EF and that % has
been left out since the Konjaku gives this name. The Hozumi-dera existed in the city of Nara.
Sec Fukuyama, Naracko jiin, 313-315.

$. 743, in the reign of Emperer Jun'nin.

[T



leather, the legs of which were soiled with horse dung. The sister
said, “Will you keep it for awhile? I will be back shortly.” Having
waited for the sister’s return in vain, the woman went to her brother
to inquire about it, but he said, “I know nothing about it.”

Then she opened the chest out of curiosity and found a hundred kan
of coins in it. When she bought flowers, incense, and oil, and went to
Kannon to offer them as usual, she noticed that its feet were soiled
with horse dung. Thereupon, she suspected that the money was given
by the Bodhisattva. It was discovered after three years that a hundred
kan of coins had disappeared from the construction fund donated to
Senju-in FF5%.° Thus it was evident that the leather chest contained
the money of the temple. Indeed, we know that the money was the
gift of the Kannon to her.

The note says: Happy was the mother of the Amanotsukai family.
In the morning she had looked at her hungry children, shedding tears
of blood, while in the evening she had burned incense, praying for
Kannon’s power. She had been given the money as a reward for her
faith and was able to put an end to her worries; Kannon fulfilled her
wishes, letting the springs of great fortune flow to allow her to bring
up her children with enough food and clothes.

Indeed, we know that the merciful one’ came to her aid to repay
her continual offerings. The Nehan-gyé gives this relevant passage:
“By loving the child, the mother is reborn into Bonten #K.”® This
is a miraculous event.

6. A temple to enshrine Senju Kannon.
7. ¥, man of mercy.
8. The Brahama’s heaven, first and lowest of the four dhyana heavens.
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